
Message from the ABCOTS Executive Minister 
Get ready! Get ready! Get ready! We are here in Houston, Texas, April 25-27, Tuesday through 

Thursday.  We The American Baptist Churches of the South convene for our 47th Annual  
Session.  The 2017 theme embodies the denomination’s  organizational goals around unity, “Coming 
Together, Sharing Together, and Working Together with God”, supported with I Corinthians 3:9.  It will be 

here that we will have an opportunity to be exposed to many of the American  
Baptist denominational ministry partners and affiliates. 

Speakers:  
Dr. Kenneth R. Hammond, Union Baptist Church, Durham, NC 

Dr. Jeffrey Haggray, Executive Director, American Baptist Home Mission Society, ABC-USA 
Dr. Clifford A. Jones, Sr., Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Charlotte, NC 

Dr. Larry L. Bethune, University Baptist Church, Austin, TX 
Rev. Sharon T. Koh, Executive Director, International Ministries, ABC-USA 
Dr. Jeffrey L. Reaves, Sr., Good Shepherd Baptist Church, Petersburg, VA 
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After her first 90 days serving as a missionary in Ghana, 

West Africa, newly commissioned International Ministries 

(IM) missionary Rovaughna Richardson had already be-

gun to see God powerfully at work among the young peo-

ple she teaches. 

"The young girls I work with were once thought of as only 

being good for work as farmhands, fishermen's helpers, 

sex slaves, domestic servants and ritual slaves who were 

thought to be carrying a curse for someone else," 

Rovaughna explains. "Now they are starting to ask about 

Christ," she says. "Now they dream and write about goals of being shop owners, nurses, bakers, dressmakers, cos-

metologists, weavers, carpenters and even a medical doctor. Some can even share why they are good and special! 

It's amazing to see the progress and the hope shining through. Just this week, a girl asked me to teach her how to 

pray. Last week, another accepted Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior during a counseling session." 

The Ghana Baptist Convention's Baptist Vocational Training Center (BVTC) where Rovaughna serves is growing. 

Now 82 students are enrolled there-71 girls and 11 boys. 

The majority of the residents are young women who have been rescued from the practice of trokosi. According to 

this now-illegal tradition, young girls (8-12 years of age) can be given as slaves to local shrines to atone for a fam-

ily member's misdeeds. The girls are then forced to endure a lifetime of labor, sexual and physical abuse and social 

isolation. Those who are able to leave trokosi slavery must learn not only job skills and basic educational compe-

tencies such as reading and writing, but also how to care for themselves and interact with others. 

Drawing on over 10 years of experience as a social worker in the U.S., Rovaughna provides 30 girls with individu-

al counseling, facilitates the weekly support group for the center's 71 girls and leads the weekly Business Skills 

Development Seminar for all of the students. 

Rovaughna expresses deep thanks to her supporters all around the country who believe in this ministry, as well as 

to IM Area Director for Africa the Rev. Dr. Eleazar Ziherambere and the domestic staff at IM. "I love it. There's 

never a boring moment!" Rovaughna says. "Yet there's still a lot of work to be done to develop the counseling and 

social work program."  Please help Rovaughna by praying: That God will continue to make plain the primary 

needs of the girls and that resources will be made available to address those needs. That this ministry will help put 

an end to the practice of trokosi. For the spiritual, emotional, mental and physical health of the girls and boys of 

BVTC and as well as of Rovaughna. For the health, well being and vibrancy of Mission Partnership Team mem-

bers, volunteers and supporters. That Rovaughna will become fluent in the Ewe language within a year to better 

support the students who are not yet fluent in English and to better navigate the Ewe and West African culture. 

 

To receive Rovaughna's monthly updates, click "Join the Network" on her IM profile page. View her blog at 

www.RovaughnaRichardson.com. | To send words of encouragement or support, contact Rovaughna at 

r.richardson@internationalministries.org. 

P a g e  2  A B C O T S  N e w s l e t t e r  
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P a g e  3  Annual Session Host City: Houston, TX  

 

Resources for Churches and Leaders 

Common Lectionary—http://www.commontexts.org/rcl 

Matthew 25 Grant Information—http://www.abc-usa.org/matthew-25-grant-information/ 

Congregational Tools & Administrative Resources (To help congregations facilitate and carry forth their ministry) - http://
www.abc-usa.org/resources/for-churches/congregational-tools-administrative-resources/ 

Worship Renewal, Clergy & Leadership Development Resources (Resources, research and statistics on clergy and 
leadership development and information to help churches desiring to expand and enrich their worship, and for churches seeking 

renewal and revival) - http://www.abc-usa.org/resources/for-leaders/clergy-leader-development-resources/ 

Stewardship Resources (Tithing resources, fundraising information, church stewardship programs, book reviews, etc.) - http://

www.abc-usa.org/resources/abcusa-resources/resources-for-generous-disciples/ 

Rev. Laura Mayo  
Covenant Baptist Church  

4949 Caroline Street, Houston, TX 77004-5701  
www.covenanthouston.org  

an ecumenical liberal baptist congregation 

For 51 years Covenant Church has affirmed the sanctity, dignity, and equality of all human beings. We welcome 
persons of all racial and ethnic heritages, all sexual orientations, and all faith  

perspectives. We stand for each individual's right to worship God and to respond to God's call in his or her own 
understanding of God's love.  

 

 
Rev. Albert L. Pinkney  

Sunnyside Baptist Church  
8003 Gladstone Street, Houston, TX 77051-1559  

www.sunnysidembc.com  
We believe that the door to salvation is always open and so are the doors to our church. Our mission is to be fully 

devoted to Jesus by opening our arms to those in search of the truth. We show God’s love and concern for our 
fellow man at every opportunity. Through works of charity and opening our doors to listen and love, we feel that 

we are walking in the footsteps of Jesus Christ. 

 
Dr. Marcus Cosby  

Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church  
3826 Wheeler Avenue, Houston, TX 77004-2604  

www.wheelerbc.org  
We believe that the door to salvation is always open and so are the doors to our church. Our mission is to be fully devoted to Jesus by 
opening our arms to those in search of the truth. We show God’s love and concern for our fellow man at every opportunity. Through 

works of charity and opening our doors to listen and love, we feel that we are walking in the footsteps of Jesus Christ.  We believe that 
we are privileged to be partners with God in the redeeming of the  

damaged human race and the bruised universe.  

 
 

http://www.commontexts.org/rcl/
http://www.abc-usa.org/matthew-25-grant-information/
http://www.abc-usa.org/resources/for-churches/congregational-tools-administrative-resources/
http://www.abc-usa.org/resources/for-leaders/clergy-leader-development-resources/
http://www.abc-usa.org/resources/abcusa-resources/resources-for-generous-disciples/
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                                                UPDATES FROM HEADQUARTERS 
 
Please send us your church’s email address so we can keep you updated on the happenings and updates in the 
region. Also send us your church mission accomplishments and other  information on what your congregation is 
doing to be included in our ABCOTS quarterly newsletter. 

Have you visited our new website, go to www.abcots.org and tell us how we can make it better for you. 

A Note from the Accountant’s Corner:  
 
Greetings from the Accountant’s Corner. For most of us, tax season is winding down, and the start of Spring is 
in the air. But for some, the IRS reports holding more than $1 billion in unclaimed refunds for those who  
haven’t file a tax return for the year 2013. No, that’s not a typo; I’m referring to the year 2013. Why 2013? 
Please read the article below and act NOW before the statue of limitations makes it’s too late: 

D i d n ' t  F i l e  i n  2 0 1 3 ?  I R S  H a s  R e f u n d s   

T o t a l i n g  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

To collect the money, taxpayers must file a 2013 tax return with the IRS no later than this year's tax deadline, 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017. 

"We’re trying to connect a million people with their share of 1 billion dollars in unclaimed refunds for the 2013 
tax year,” said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen. “People across the nation haven’t filed tax returns to claim these refunds, and their 
window of opportunity is closing soon. Students and many others may not realize they’re due a tax refund. Remember, there’s no  
penalty for filing a late return if you’re due a refund.” 

In cases where a tax return was not filed, the law provides most taxpayers with a three-year window of opportunity for claiming a  
refund. If they do not file a return within three years, the money becomes the property of the U.S. Treasury. For 2013 tax returns, the 
window closes April 18, 2017. The law requires taxpayers to properly address mail and postmark the tax return by that date.  

By failing to file a tax return, people stand to lose more than just their refund of taxes withheld or paid during 2013. Many low-and-
moderate income workers may have been eligible for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). For 2013, the credit was worth as much as 
$6,044.  
So don’t delay this process any longer. Request your refunds today! 

I R S  t o  B e g i n  N e w  P r i v a t e  D e b t  C o l l e c t i o n   

P r o g r a m  T h i s  S p r i n g  

Are you in debt with the IRS? Have you not arranged a payment plan? Starting this Spring, the IRS has consulted with several private 
collection agencies that will be responsible for working on accounts where taxpayers owe money, but the IRS is no longer actively 
working their accounts. Several factors contribute to the IRS assigning these accounts to private collection agencies, including older, 
overdue tax accounts or lack of resources preventing the IRS from working the cases. 

The new program, authorized under a federal law enacted by Congress in December 2015, enables these designated contractors to  
collect, on the government’s behalf, outstanding inactive tax receivables. As a condition of receiving a contract, these agencies must 
respect taxpayer rights including, among other things, abiding by the consumer protection provisions of the Fair Debt Collection  
Practices Act.  

The IRS will do everything it can to help taxpayers avoid confusion and understand their rights and tax responsibilities, particularly in 
light of continual phone scams where callers impersonate IRS agents and request immediate payment. 

Private collection agencies will not ask for payment on a prepaid debit card. Taxpayers will be informed about electronic payment  
options for taxpayers on IRS.gov/Pay Your Tax Bill. Payment by check should be payable to the U.S. Treasury and sent directly to 
IRS, not the private collection agency.  

The IRS will continue to keep taxpayers informed about scams and provide tips for protecting themselves. The IRS encourages  
taxpayers to visit IRS.gov for information including the “Tax Scams and Consumer Alerts” page. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwOTI2LjY0MjM0MDAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDkyNi42NDIzNDAwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTAyMjE5JmVtYWlsaWQ9RGF2ZW11bm5lbGwyMjZAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1EYXZlbXVubmVs

