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Support the “Region Offering” in ABCOTS 

Many of us are all too familiar with the notorious disclosure statement, “This is an attempt to collect a 
debt, and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.” Well, this is not an attempt to collect 
a debt because there is no debt owed. However, we are looking to generate support for the fast 
approaching season of the “Region Offering”. 

ABCOTS Day is celebrated this year in our churches on Sunday, July 14th, throughout the region. 
What a wonderful opportunity to receive the “Region Offering,” and to recognize the work and service 
of denominational volunteers in our local churches. Additionally, we should make known the 
denomination’s missions work around the world to our local churches and promote its missions 
objectives. The 2019 “Region Offering” goal is $10,000.00. With 239 churches we can do much better! 
This offering is applied 100% to the region within which it is collected. 

In our infancy as a denomination we garnered 120% of United Mission dollars generated in our young 
region with the help of ABC/USA. Later we enjoyed 100% of all United Mission dollars generated in the 
region. Now that we are full grown at 50 we are assessed as all other regions, (65%-35%). That is, of all 
dollars generated through United Mission giving, (65% comes back to the region and 35% remains with 
the national denomination). Contributing to the “Region Offering” is our opportunity to give 100% to 
our region. All of it remains in the region. 

 Your gifts support administrative cost, lease payments, salaries, office supplies, transportation for staff 
throughout this vast region, and many more ministry and missions related activities like: 

Staff support for Pastoral Search Committees        References for Ecclesiastical Endorsements 
Annual Session Booklets                                             Annual Session Trainers 
Staff support for Mediation in our Churches           Lay Leadership Training Workshops 
Clergy Renewal Opportunities                                   Christian Education Training Events 
Interim Ministry appointments                                  Printing of Resource Material 
Audio-Visual Equipment                                            Youth and Young Adults Training Events 
Conferences and Retreats                                    

Consider giving to the Region Offering this year. Remember 100% is used in our region.  
Thanks for your support! 
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FEATURE STORY  

CREATIONS BY MAKAYLA : ABCOTS very own 10 year old Entrepreneur  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What or who inspired you to become an entrepreneur?  
 
I love art and artistic things. I also like things that are unique. So I decided to combine those two interests 
into something that people would enjoy. I thought that the uniquely beaded pens would allow people to 
have a pen they could truly call their own and easily identify if they were ever to misplace it. When 
buying from me, I encourage people to pick out pens that speak to them – a pen that captures their 
favorite color, style, interests or personality. 

2. What age did you start your business?  
I started my business unofficially when I was 8 years old, making beaded pens as gifts for family 
members. They showed them to their friends and I started getting requests to make more of them. This 
sparked my interest to officially launch my business when I was 9 years old. Today I am the founder and 
owner of Creations by Makayla –Unique Pen Designs 

3. Are you working on additional items?  
I am constantly thinking of ways I can expand my business and ensure they meet the needs of people who 
purchase my pens. Recently, I received feedback from men who wanted to buy my pens but wanted them 
to look more masculine, so I am starting to think about a men’s line of pens, which I hope to launch 
formally in early 2020. I have a few other ideas of how to expand my business, which I hope to explore in 
the upcoming years. 
 
4. Is there any message you would like to share to other young ladies her age?  
I  encourage other young ladies (and young men) to take risks and overcome their fears; with self-
confidence and determination they can accomplish their goals 



P a g e  3  

What a glorious scene dressed in Area colored t-shirts, a truly beautiful family reunion spectacle. 

 

 

Congratulations to the newly installed  
ABCOTS President: Dr. Arrold Martin, First Baptist Church Capitol Hill, Nashville, TN 

 
ABCOTS new 1st Vice President:    

Dr. Betty Long,  First Baptist Church Hampton, Hampton, VA 

ABCOTS new 2nd Vice President:    
Dr. Wayne Thompson, First Baptist Institutional Church, St. Petersburg, FL 

ABCOTS Treasurer: 
Mrs. Carlotta Vaughn, Whitestone Baptist Church, Baltimore, MD 

ABCOTS welcomes 3 new churches to the fold 
Rev. Rudolph Randall 

First Baptist Church of City Point, 1117 Pierce Street, Hopewell, VA 23860 

Rev. Martin T. Pickett 
Faith Encounters Community Church, 100 Ayr Hill Avenue, Vienna, VA 22180 

Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Ridley 
The Light Community Church, 601 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227 

 

 

 

It’s a Family Reunion 



7008 Security Blvd. Ste 120, Baltimore, MD 21244    
OFFICE (443) 551-3045 | FAX (443) 551-3565 | www.abcots.org 

                                                STAY IN THE KNOW 
Please send us your church’s email address to be kept updated on the happenings in the region.  

A Note from the Accountant’s Corner 
 

 
Greetings from the Accountant’s Corner. Here’s wishing you a warm, relaxing and enjoyable summer! 
 
Before you venture too far into your vacation plans, below are some helpful reminders to consider: 
 
June 17th is around the corner! Does this date ring a bell? It should if you make quarterly estimated tax  
payments. June 15 is the deadline for making your payment, but since it falls on the weekend, you have until 

Monday, June 17th. Individuals, including sole proprietors, partners and S corporation shareholders, generally must make estimated tax 
payments if they expect to owe tax of $1,000 or more when they file their 2019 tax return. Often, this includes people involved in the 
sharing economy. Corporations generally must make these payments if they expect to owe tax of $500 or more on their 2019 tax  
tax obligations as they hoped. Instead of getting the usual refunds, some taxpayers received much more modest ones; others wound up 
wincing as they wrote checks to the IRS. Much of your 2018 unanticipated outcomes had to do with your withholdings. As we approach 
the midway point of the year, now is a good time to re-visit your withholdings and ensure that you’re having enough taxes withheld to 
avoid another surprise at the end of this year. Please also double-check your year-to-date paystub, compare it to your paystub from 
2018 at the same time, and ensure that taxes are withheld as anticipated. If it’s not, request a new Form W-4 to change your  
withholdings. You may even want to have your tax preparer review your completed W-4 to ensure that it aligns with your year-end goals 
and objectives. 
 
Youth Workers & Taxes! Do you know a young person who’s planning to work this summer? Did you know that under the Tax Cuts & 
Jobs Act, your young ones can make up to $12,000 per year without paying federal income taxes? It’s true! So ask yourself what’s more 
beneficial: To receive a larger periodic paycheck with no federal income taxes withheld, or to receive a smaller paycheck with federal 
income taxes withheld and then have to file an annual tax return just to get your money back? Hmmm. If you choose option 1, I strongly 
recommend that you help your children and young adults complete their Form W-4 (https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw4.pdf) and write-in 
“EXEMPT” on line 7. This will help prevent federal taxes from being withheld, and equally important, avoid having to file a tax return just 
to request a refund of those same taxes. 
 
Don’t become a victim of cybercriminals while away on vacation!  
The IRS urges everyone with any type of online account to review new, stronger standards to protect their passwords. Doing so will help 
protect against savvy cyber thieves who want to access your accounts and steal your identity. 
Here are three steps people can follow to build a better password: 
Step 1: Leverage powers of association. People can identify associated items that have personal meaning and use them in their  
passwords. 
Step 2: Make unique associations. Passphrases should be words that can go together in your head, but no one else would ever suspect. 
Step 3: Create a passphrase that you can picture in your head. The key is to create a passphrase that is hard for a cybercriminal to 
guess, but easy for the user to remember. 
In addition to creating strong passwords, people can: 
Use multi-factor authentication whenever possible. They should not rely on the passphrase alone to protect sensitive data. Multi-factor 
authentication means returning account holders need more than just their username and password to access an account. They also 
need, for example, a security code sent as text to a mobile phone. 
Change all factory-set passwords. They should do this for wireless devices such as printers and routers. 
 
For more information on these summertime tax considerations, please visit our website at www.abcots.org or contact our office at  
443-551-3045 on Mondays and Wednesdays 9 AM—12 Noon Happy summer!!! 
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