
 FROM  THE DESK OF ABCOTS EXECUTIVE MINISTER 

Installment Plan: Making Giving Affordable 
My mother was a homemaker until her four children started public school.  When 

the last of my siblings entered elementary school she became a homemaker and 

worked outside the home doing what her father and my grandfather called, 

“public work”, which was the term for any hosts of jobs not related to the farm.  I 

can remember her making a big purchase with her earnings.  She had “Made Ar-

rangements” with a local furniture and appliance store in our town to purchase all 

new appliances for our home.  This included an electric stove, refrigerator, washer and dryer.  The dryer 

was only to be used during inclement weather, that is, when she could not use the clothes line for hang-

ing out her wash.  

 

“Made Arrangements” meant she would make monthly installments, paying down the balance of the fi-

nanced cost of the appliances over a period of three years.  If I remember correctly, the total cost of the 

appliances was about $1,700.00.  Her monthly payments were about $48.00 each month.  She made pay-

ments on the installment plan.  Incidentally, two of the three appliances lasted above thirty years, (one 

careful operator).   

 

The Installment Plan made the large purchase affordable. 

The Installment Plan accommodated her limited budget and means. 

The Installment Plan helped her realize great accomplishment at year’s end. 

The Installment Plan allowed her to enjoy new appliances right away. 

The Installment Plan helped her accomplish goals sooner. 

 

Will you and your church consider supporting our Region’s Missions and Operating objectives through 

the Installment Plan?  Consider giving to ABCOTS, ABC/USA missions each month, and to our (5) spe-

cial offerings.  Make giving affordable too! 
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ABCUSA Regional Executive Dr. James M. Harrison,  Part of Interreligious Call for 

Criminal Justice Reform in Washington, D.C. 
“I am pleased and proud that American Baptists are very much part of a movement 

advocating for criminal justice reform,” said Rev. Dr. James M. Harrison, execu-

tive minister of the American Baptist Churches of the South Region headquartered 

in Baltimore, Md.  

Gathering in the shadow of the U.S. Capitol and the Supreme Court, dozens of 

people prayed for change. Harrison was among a wide range of interreligious faith 

leaders who gathered in Washington, D.C., last month “to urge and influence sena-

tors to sign on becoming co-sponsors of the Sentencing Reform and Corrections 

Act of 2015 (S.2123),” Harrison said. “Additionally, and probably most crucial, 

we sought to urge Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to bring this bill to 

the floor for a vote.”   The Bill, if passed, would reform the “three strikes rule” that 

can put persons in prison for life for minor offenses. It would also change some of 

the mandatory minimum sentences for nonviolent drug offenses. The three-strike mandatory life sentence would 

be reduced to 25 years and the two-strike sentence from 20 to 15 years. 

 

The advocacy event for criminal justice reform began with a prayer service among faith leaders who then partici-

pated in a public prayer vigil on the grounds of the Capitol. “We then visited individual senators in their offices,” 

Harrison said. “Most visits were conducted by staff appointees. This was quite interesting as those staff persons 

receiving us were in some instances very experienced and knowledgeable of the bipartisan bill, where others 

seemed to be very new and merely recorded our questions and requests.” 

 

The event Harrison was a part of featured representatives from the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 

USA, the Interfaith Criminal Justice Coalition and other participants from around the country. 

“The prison population is indeed alarming, but it seems those who are imprisoned are disproportionately people 

of color – Black Americans and Latinos,” Harrison remarked. “There are many thoughts on why, perhaps father-

less homes, lack of economic opportunities, the big inequity already existing in the criminal justice system, lack 

of educational successes and devaluing of religious education opportunities, i.e. Sunday school.” 

“Fear drives and inflames our lack of educational opportunities, tendencies toward racial prejudices, lack of 

knowledge, and self-hatreds among many of the minority races,” Harrison noted. “Let us urge our fellow Ameri-

can Baptists not to be overcome with fear. We are called to love people, including people headed to prison. There 

is no fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear, because fear hath punishment. He that feareth is not made per-

fect in love.” (I John 4:18) 

 

He said participating in the Washington event took him back to when he was a chaplain in Sussex Two Prison in 

Waverly, Va., in 2003. “I served at the prison for 15 months,” Harrison recalled. “One night a stray bullet took 

the life of an 8-year-old little boy (Kyron Zhaetwon Butler) while he slept in his bed. He lived in a multi-family 

apartment public housing complex with his mother and sister. Several ministers invited me to a prayer vigil at the 

complex. When I got there I noticed that those attending were young women and older women and a few older 

men. I remember asking myself, ‘Where are all the young men?’,” Harrison recalled. 

“The next day when I went to call on inmates in the prison it suddenly dawned on me that the young men were in 

the prison I was visiting,” Harrison reflected. “This issue is a moral issue,” he said. “Individuals from different 

races are punished differently for committing the same crime. People deserve to be treated equally.” 
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                                                UPDATES FROM HEADQUARTERS 

Please send us your church’s email address so we can keep you updated on the happenings and updates in the 

region. Also send us your church mission accomplishments and other  information on what your congrega-

tion is doing to be included in our ABCOTS quarterly newsletter. 

A Note From The Accountant’s Corner 

 

Greetings from the Accountant’s Corner. We have reached the midway point of the calendar year. I trust you 

all are enjoying the Summer season. Below are some nuggets to consider as we move forward into Fall. 

 

Estimated Taxes: 

 

As most of you know, estimated tax payments are a method used to remit federal and state taxes for those self

-employed individuals who are not subject to income tax withholdings. The next estimated tax payment is 

due on September 15, 2016 and the final payment is due on January 15, 2017. I strongly encourage you to 

make your payments on time. If you failed to make the first two quarterly payments, now is the time to con-

sider “catch-up” payments. Don’t allow yourself to get caught in the tangles of penalties, fees, and year-end 

liabilities for failure to remit timely payments. Remember – “Don’t take your tax dollars on vacation with 

you.” 

 

Retirement Contributions: 

 

We’ve all heard the saying, “we’re not getting any younger.” I’m learning everyday how true that statement 

is. Therefore, every one of us should be contributing regularly and consistently to some kind of retirement 

plan. There are many different plans to choose from depending on an individuals employment status (401k, 

403b, ROTH IRA, Simple IRA, etc.). The point is you owe it to yourself and your future to plan responsibly. 

For those of you who have underfunded your retirement savings, I recommend the Ministers and Missionar-

ies Benefit Board (MMBB) https://www.mmbb.org/ as a viable resource and place to start to learn and be 

proactive about the retirement savings process and how it can lower your tax responsibilities. 

 

A final noteworthy nugget from Kerry Washington: 

"[Time] is a limited resource, and so it’s so important that we are aware of it, and that we mark it and that we 

cherish it." 

 

For more information concerning these and other important fiscal matters for pastors, churches, and non-

profit organizations, please visit our website at www.whiteaccounting.com or email me at 

pwhite@abcots.org. 
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