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Message from the ABCOTS Executive Minister 
Thank you as you continue to celebrate ABCOTS in your churches and 
communities.  Many of you received the Region Offering in your churches on 
Sunday, July 9th, and we are still encouraging others to give to the Region Offering 
during the months of July and August.  That’s only six more short weeks remaining.  
This offering was specifically designed for thirty-plus regions in American Baptist 
Churches, USA, to support their offices and administrative tasks ensuring that 
mission objectives are met and carried out.   In some churches ABCOTS volunteers, 
officers, and staff were recognized and invited to participate in weekly worship.  I 
was honored to meet with the leaders of some ABCOTS churches in Atlanta, 

Georgia for a discussion around ABCOTS mission with some Q&A that followed.  I also preached in Friendship Baptist 
Church on ABCOTS Sunday a title that I cannot put out of my mind, “Lingering At Gratitude.” (Philippians 4:4).  I am told 
that another church committed their offerings to the Region on ABCOTS Sunday.   Others were searching for historical 
information about service records of members who have served the denomination in leadership positions in years past.   One of 
the greatest lessons I have learned over the years is that of appreciation.  When I have learned the art of appreciation, then and 
only then, is real joy experienced in my life.  Giving is a product of appreciation.  I remain very grateful for any gesture that 
you may have shared on ABCOTS Sunday.  There is still time to share! 
 
Giving to the Region Offering will support our office as we generate support for our Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities and their seminaries or schools of religion.  Remember our goal, beginning in April 2018, we wish to contribute 
$50,000 to the Morehouse School of Religion in Atlanta, Georgia.  In April 2019, we wish to contribute $50,000 to Shaw 
Divinity School in Raleigh, North Carolina.  In April 2020, we wish to contribute $50,000 to The School of Theology at 
Virginia Union in Richmond, Virginia.  Please do not forget our seminaries and we need to operate our offices to ensure that 
they are supported in a faithful way.  
 
Support for the seminaries represents only a portion of the work assigned to our office.  We sponsor the Annual Session, 
Christian Education Events, Validation leading to Ordination Recognition, and Pastoral Counseling Services for the Churches.  
We also assist with Pulpit Supply, Preparation for Ordination of Clergy-Persons, and Introduction to National Ministry 
Resources.  We coordinate Disaster Relief Responses, Conflict Mediation, and Short-Term Mission Opportunities.  Please 
contact our office to discuss other services and volunteer opportunities.  
Begin now to think about celebrating ABCOTS Sunday, 2018, on the Second Sunday in July.  (July 8th). 
 
Thanks, 
James M. Harrison, D.Min. 
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FEATURES 

2017 ABCOTS Ministers Council Sabbath Retreat 
Come and join us! We need you to sign up on line, and then reserve 

your room reservations as soon as possible! 
 

What?     ABCOTS Ministers Council Sabbath Retreat 
When?   September 13th-15th  2017 

Where?   Atlanta Evergreen Marriott Conference Resort 

Why?       To have uncluttered time and space in which we can   

distance ourselves from our very busy schedules and 

responsibilities enough to rest, and to see in a new light what 

new and wondrous things God is doing. 

 

Cost?       Only your transportation and hotel costs.  

Registration fees and Meals are on the Ministers Council! 

Except your Wednesday dinner meal is on you! 

 

Attire?     Casual! Casual!! Casual!!! 

 

For more information visit our website www.abcots.org or 

contact Ministers Council President Rev. Brenda Summerset at 

babsummerset@yahoo.com or (804) 617-1536  

2020 We celebrate our   
50th Annual  Session 
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STREAM Youth Theology Institute at VUU—www.streamyti.com 
 

      Our unifying vision, the idea that helps to focus all our activities, is:  
      “The community of [STREAM] participants will be able to see their  
      world anew as a place in which their gifts and faith perspectives  
      contribute to transforming the world for good.” At STREAM, we will 
      become a community together. In order to create safe enough space to be 
      our genuine selves and explore our real questions, we will create 
covenants that will guide the ways we relate to each other. In all that we do, an awareness of the sacred worth of each 
beloved child of God is the starting point. We are all somewhere on a faith journey, and there are many ways faithful 
people live their faith. As we gather for these seven days of STREAM, we know God will be present with us. Our task 
is to listen for God, to look for God, and to be God’s hands and feet for each other and our world. 
Summer 2016 Reflection:  
What an amazing summer! At the STREAM YTI, we were able to have honest, complicated, and energizing 
engagement over a nine-day span. As people of faith, we engaged in academic exploration, vocational 
discernment, cultural engagement, and community-building. We found ourselves exploring “Policy, Politics, and 

Prophesy” and engaging ideas about speaking truth to power. We had dialogue with a Black Lives Matter leader 
around questions about the “Righteousness of Rebellion.” We had the opportunity to understand more about how 
money works through exploration of “Money, Materialism, and Social Entrepreneurism,” and we engaged questions 
around “History and Hope” while celebrating Independence Day in historic Richmond (with fireworks). Because we 
were a community rich in diversity, we learned about other people, and learn how to engage honestly and respectfully 
with people whose experiences, commitments, and perspectives were different from our own. Every evening, we were 
able to gather in celebration and worship and to share our unique gifts. We had a great time exploring what it means to 
be called by God and begin to live into that reality! 

 

ABC USA Highlights—www.abc-usa.org 
 

2017 Biennial Mission Summit - June 30-July 2, 2017 
The 2017 Biennial Mission Summit, was an exciting event highlighting denominational transition and new 
leaders of American Baptist Churches USA, who preached and addressed delegates and participants gathered 
in Portland.  
 
A Reflection: Baptists, by our very nature – must find our unity in mission. We are not immune to the 
theological and political divisions of the day. However, our denominational DNA pushes us to join in mission 
intentionality. In that sense, there was much to celebrate about American Baptist life. The planners used the 
word “connected” as the guiding theme. Each worship service was dedicated to an aspect of connectedness: 
Connected to Christ, Connected to Each Other, Connected to the World, Connected in Joy! 
 

American Baptist Historical Society Announces Call for Papers for Torbet Prize 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 7/10/17)—The American Baptist Historical Society announces a Call for Papers 

for the Torbet Prize. This $500 award is given yearly for the best essay in any area of Baptist History. Each year 

ABHS seeks essays from authors who have not already been published in a major scholarly work. The 

Research and Publication Committee will be the judges, and the winning essay will be published in an upcoming 

issue of the American Baptist Quarterly. 

Entries should be no more than 25 pages (excluding notes) and must be double spaced in accordance with the 

Chicago manual of Style. Send entries to abhs@abhsarchives.org. The deadline for the next award is 

September 1, 2017. 

Other Highlights 

Judson Press Book Reveals the Power of Holy Communion to Help Unify the Christian Community  
American Baptist Women's Ministries Announces Officers Elected for 2017-2020 Term  
International Ministries Offices to Relocate in Late 2017  
Home Mission Societies Board Names New Directors, Embraces Technology to Support Ministry 

http://abhsarchives.org/torbet-essay-deadline-september-1/torbetprize-flyer-2017/
mailto:abhs@abhsarchives.org
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                                                UPDATES FROM HEADQUARTERS 
 
Please send us your church’s email address so we can keep you updated on the happenings and updates in the 
region. Also send us your church mission accomplishments and other  information on what your congregation is 
doing to be included in our ABCOTS quarterly newsletter. 

A Note from the Accountant’s Corner 
 
Greetings from the Accountant’s Corner. I trust that you all are taking advantage of well-deserved vacations or 
simply enjoying the summer season. While you may be relaxing a bit or taking in the warm weather, some of 
you may also be enjoying your vacation homes, while others are renting out their vacation homes, while still 
others may be doing both. If this is you, below are a few quick tax tips and reminders: 
 
If you rent your vacation home out for fewer than 15 days you do not have to report any of the rental income. 
This sounds like a good deal and sometimes it is, but the downside is you also cannot deduct any expenses  
related to the rental. However, you are allowed to deduct mortgage interest and property taxes on a second 
home if you itemize deductions.  

If you rent out the property for more than 14 days the next step is to determine how many days you used the property for personal use. 

1) If any owner of the property uses it for any portion of a day that is counted as a day.  

2) If any family member of an owner of the property uses it that is counted as a day.  

3) Any day that the property is rented to someone for less than the FMV is also counted as a day (e.g., if you let a friend use the  
property). 

If your vacation home is rented for more than 14 days and your personal use is greater than 14 days or 10% of the total days the  
property was rented then your deductions are limited to the gross rental income. Or in other words you are not allowed to claim a loss. 
You are allowed to carry any used losses forward and you are also allowed to deduct the personal use portion of mortgage interest and 
property taxes as an itemized deduction.  

If your vacation home was used for personal purposes for less than the greater of 15 days or 10% of the total days it was rented it is 
considered a rental property and not a personal residence. If this is the case all normal deductions are allowed but the total loss may be 
limited by passive activity rules. 

A few final points  

1) A second or vacation home may also be a boat or motor home if it meets certain criteria.  

2) If you rent to a relative or friend at a fair market value that does not count as personal use.  

3) Time you spend in your second home for repairs do not count as personal days. 

4) If the property is considered a rental property you may lose the personal use portion of mortgage interest.  

5) If you rent your main home for less than 15 days you are also entitled to exclude the rent from your income.  

6) As you can see these rules can be complicated, so please feel free to contact us with your questions or inquiries. 

For more information concerning these and other important fiscal matters for pastors, churches, and non-profit organizations, please 
visit our website at www.whiteaccounting.com or email me at pwhite@abcots.org. Have a safe & blessed summer.  

http://www.whiteaccounting.com/
mailto:pwhite@abcots.org

